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What does ‘Metallura’ mean? 

Metallura baroni is a high altitude hummingbird endemic to south-central 
Ecuador, currently considered endangered. Our idea was to name our 
project after something unique from our region but which also 
represents current environmental challenges. The name Metallura 
combined with ‘Environmental Management’ portrays our competence 
to offer solutions to environmental issues, balance the needs of our 
society and the environment, and express critical opinions and values 
that characterize professionals committed to the conservation of nature. 

Our History  
Metallura – Environmental Management Team officially started on 
October 8th, 2015. Initially, the members were gathered at the call of 
their peer Environmental Engineering students from Universidad de 
Cuenca to voluntarily join the team. The objective was to take action 
against the environmental challenges that we face nowadays, with a 
team formed for and by students. 
 
In order to have a better understanding of the regional environmental 
and social situation, we started with self-instructed lectures and later 
involved the help of experts in different fields related with our objectives. 
Through these means, we could directly take actions with activities that 
improve the quality of life in our region, by applying our academic 
knowledge and personal skills to serve our society. 
 
Today, our team has grown due to the participation of interdisciplinary 
students and professionals and we have  become a consolidated  group 
of more than 40 members. 

 
We believe that action is worth more than a thousand words, and for this 
reason we decided to surpass our passive good intentions and work with 
the motivation and participation of our team members and our 
community in the pursuit of a better world. 



Mission 

 

Environmental and Social Impact 
 

 Environmental education in the city of Cuenca and in rural 

communities such as Marosloma, Nabon and others.  

 

 Training in alternative energy methods, like the elaboration of 

solar cookers in the region of “Intiuma”.  

 

 Training courses to prepare people that live in places where 

forest fires occur constantly, to become firefighters.  

 

 Organization of the Festival “Soy Agua soy Energía” in the 

entire city.  

 

 “Siembra vida” reforestation program  

 

 Collaboration in projects for educational institutions for the 

construction of green areas named “Tierra de Niños” in favor of  

the schools in the area.  

To give solutions to environmental issues that the city of Cuenca 

and the region face, taking actions to preserve the natural 

ecosystems with social and environmental benefits through 

research, critical analysis, and the active participation of each 

member.  

Vision      

For 2020, Metallura aims to be a consolidated and renown team 

with influence to solve environmental problems of Cuenca and the 

region. Additionally, we hope to have a positive impact in the 

society  by increasing our collective responsibility in the context of 

building a green and better future. 

Projects - Activities 



We As a Eeam... 

Metallura recovers 
the link between  
academy and socie-
ty, places itself at the 
service of the region, 
contributing to the 
knowledge and  
technical skills of its 
members, for the 
well-being of ecosys-
tems and  communi-
ties.  

 

Our team has spread  
out and shared their 
knowledge through 
academic events and 
projects linked to the 
community, in order 
to land our goal of 
helping, and trans-
forming it into some-
thing concrete. 

Environmental Education 

 Attendance at environmental related events such as conferences 

and workshops, one of them was “Habitat lll”, which was the 

ground for new alliances and activities.  

 Academic events, expositions and trainings given by our team. 

 Environmental education for students from California 

 

Research  

 Amphibian census of a rediscovered species, after 30 years of 
their presumed extinction (Atelopus bomolochos). 

 

 Bird Census in the Urban and Rural areas of Cuenca city as part of 
the activities of the “World's Bird Festival” 

 

 Collaborative works with environmental advocacy institutions, 
such as: Ecuador’s Ministry of Environment, NGOs, universities 
and foreign institutions (Peace Corps, Global Student Embassy). 

 

 Collaborative works with FONAPA (from the Spanish Acronym 
Fund for the Conservation of the Paute River Basin), Cordillera 
Tropical Foundation, Cutín Micro-enterprise, CELEC EP (from the 
Spanish acronym Ecuador´s Electric –Corporation), “Hidropaute” 
business Unit, in training and environmental monitoring  

 

 Technical tour of hydrological processes recognition and forest 
monitoring.  

“Metallura is a hope, a team for the environment” 

Metallura in “Soy Agua soy Energía” (I’m Water, I’m Energy)  in Cuenca. 



“Santa Ana de los Ríos de Cuenca” is set in a valley 
surrounded by the Andean mountains, Southern part 
of Ecuador. Cuenca is located at an altitude of 2,538 
meters above sea level and has a population of ap-
proximately 580,000.Typically its weather  rises to a 
pleasant level between 15-23 Celsius degrees during 
the entire year. It is located in a valley formed by 
mountain systems of exceptional characteristics 
within the Andes and has a river system composed of 
four main rivers: Tomebamba, Yanuncay, Machá-
ngara and Tarqui, these characteristics make Cuenca 
one of the region's agricultural and administrative 
centres. This location has over a long period of time 
favoured close contact with the natural environment. 

Cuenca & the Region 

 

 

                                                

 

 

 

 

Cuenca, Ecuador                      

Metallura is a team of volunteers willing to help in as many aspects as possible. Our team 
not only identifies the environmental problems, but proposes alternative solutions, tak-
ing advantage of the multidisciplinary knowledge of its members. 




